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Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  last  complete  year  of  my  service  as  Medical 
Officer  to  the  town  of  Trowbridge. 

When  I  first  reported  for  duty  on  11th  June,  1928,  no  one  could  have  foreseen  the 
change  in  what  “  Public  Health  ”  stood  for.  When  “  Preventive  Medicine  ”  was  spoken  of, 
many  people  still  had  no  idea  what  was  intended  by  it.  The  already  well  established  School 
Medical  and  Child  Welfare  services  were  not  readily  recognised  as  such;  and  the  possibility  of 
protection  of  children  by  immunisation  against  any  disease  other  than  smallpox  was  unknown 
except  to  a  few  people  who  were  following  the  research  into  protection  against  diphtheria  with 
interest. 

Purity  of  water  supplies  was  recognised  to  be  a  necessity  but  purity  of  milk  supplies  was 
a  much  more  difficult  proposition  to  get  across  to  the  general  public,  particularly  milk  suppliers 
at  one  end  and  at  the  other  —  the  receiving  end  —  the  mothers  of  young  babies. 

The  correct  handling  of  other  foodstuff's,  meat  and  fish,  for  example,  was  certainly  not 
understood.  Many  of  us  can  remember  the  butchers’  shops  festooned  with  meat  on  the  outsides 
of  the  windows  and  on  shelves  specially  erected  on  the  pavement  below  these  windows. 

Housing?  Yes.  Councils  had  started  building  council  estates,  but  the  Housing  Com¬ 
mittees  were  more  anxious  to  fill  them  with  people  who,  though  they  had  housing  need,  were 
likely  to  be  “  good  tenants,”  while  the  Public  Health  Committees  were  sometimes  desperate  to 
get  a  probably  less  good  tenant  rehoused  out  of  very  bad  property  where  the  necessity  for 
better  conditions  was  clamant,  ft  was  a  considerable  time  before  it  was  appreciated  that  better 
housing  was  part  of  Preventive  Medicine  just  as  much  as  immunisation. 

Trowbridge  Council,  however,  were  aware  of  the  difficulties  which  many  good  citizens 
had  to  cope  with  in  old  worn-out  houses,  and  yet  could  not  see  its  way  to  providing  houses  at 
comparable  rents.  When  the  “  Slum  Clearance  ”  subsidy  was  made  available,  the  Council  im¬ 
mediately  instructed  the  Public  Health  Officers  to  proceed  with  ascertaining  the  need  for  such 
housing  and  the  Surveyor  to  commence  plans  for  estates  for  the  necessary  rehousing.  By  1935 
the  first  such  estate  was  opened,  followed  by  another  in  1937.  The  Council  could  congratulate 
itself  in  having  been  one  of  the  very  first  to  realise  the  necessity  of  building  suitable  accommo¬ 
dation  for  older  people  and  even  in  1935  bungalows  for  these  were  provided.  It  is  interesting 
to  remember  that  the  Council  had  to  “  fight  ”  the  Ministry  to  be  allowed  to  include  them  in  the 
scheme,  as  three-bedroom  houses  were  considered  to  be  the  type  to  satisfy  the  greatest  need, 
and  small  “  units  of  accommodation  ”  had  to  be  justified. 

In  those  days  the  protection  and  saving  of  young  lives  was  emphasised  :  the  necessity 
of  caring  for  the  needs  of  the  older  generation  has  taken  the  best  part  of  30  years  to  be  appre¬ 
ciated.  That  there  had  always  been  a  certain  proportion  of  the  population  who,  having  sur¬ 
vived  the  dangers  of  infancy,  lived  to  be  a  good  age,  was  obvious  to  those  of  us  who  had  direct 
contact  with  the  population  :  it  was  not,  however,  realised  that  as  time  went  on  fewer  people 
were  allowed  to  die  young  and  therefore  the  population  was  steadily  growing  older  and  older 
and  the  proportion  of  the  elderly  to  the  younger  was  becoming  a  matter  of  concern  to  many 
state  departments.  Now  we  hear  less  and  less  of  “  Child  Welfare  ”  —  it  is  taken  for  granted  — 
but  more  and  more  of  “  Care  of  the  Aged.” 

Faithfully  yours, 

JEAN  MURRAY. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area 

Population 

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  April,  1960) 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (year  1960-61)  ... 

Total  number  of  houses  in  Urban  District  (31-12-60) 


2,250  acres 
14,710 
£227,555 
£953 
5,151 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

F. 

Total 

1959 

Live  Births — I  -estimate 

125 

121 

246 

223 

Illegitimate 

3 

6 

9 

9 

Total  ... 

128 

127 

255 

232 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

17-3 

15-81 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

17-8 

16-28 

(Comparability  factor  T03) 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  ... 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

7-78 

16-95 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

129 

128 

257 

236 

Total  Deaths  from  All  Causes  ... 

84 

98 

182 

138 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  population  : 

All  Causes 

12-4 

9-4 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

11-5 

8-7 

(Comparability  factor  0-93) 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1  year) — Legitimate 

1 

3 

4 

5 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  ... 

1 

3 

4 

5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  : 

Total 

15-69 

21-6 

Legitimate 

16-27 

21-4 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 
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M. 

F. 

T  otal 

1959 

Neo-Natal  Deaths  (under  4  weeks) : 

Legitimate 

1 

3 

4 

5 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  ... 

1 

3 

4 

5 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

15-69 

21-6 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  week  : 

Legitimate 

1 

3 

4 

4 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  ... 

1 

3 

4 

4 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  week  per 

1,000  live  births  ... 

15-69 

— 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and 

deaths  under  1  week  per  1 ,000  live  and 
still  births) 

22-35 

25-4 

Illegitimate  Live  Births,  %  of  total  live  births 

3-53% 

3-88% 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  Abortion) 

Nil 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and 

still  births 

Nil 

Nil 

(' Comparability  Factors.  Area  comparability  factors  for  births  and  for  deaths,  allowing 
for  the  differing  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas,  are  given  and 
may  be  used  for  comparing  birth  rates  and  death  rates  with  those  in  other  areas.) 


NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  year  a  further  detailed  figure  is  given  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  week  and  that  a  death  rate  called  “  Perinatal  ”  is  required  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 

This  is  all  part  of  the  research  being  carried  out  into  the  causes  of  still  births  and  early 
deaths  in  infancy.  Although  we  can  congratulate  ourselves  as  a  country  that  the  deaths  of  young 
children  in  general  are  greatlv  reduced  from  those  of,  say,  100  years  ago  (cf.  last  year’s  Annual 
Report),  there  is  less  reason  to  be  pleased  with  the  figures  for  these  infants. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 


Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

2 

1 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

7 

— 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

— 

5 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

2 

2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

6 

8 

14 

Leukaemia,  Aleukamia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

11 

8 

19 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

13 

13 

26 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ... 

4 

— 

4 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

10 

23 

33 

Other  Circulatory'  Diseases 

5 

8 

13 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

7 

11 

Bronchitis 

6 

3 

9 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

3 

12 

15 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

3 

— 

3 

All  other  Accidents 

— 

1 

1 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Totals  ... 

84 

98 

182 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


I.  Staff. 

1.  Part-time  Medical  Officer:  Dr.  J.  Murray,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h.,  who  acts  for  Trowbridge 
U.D.,  Bradford  on  Avon  U.D.,  and  is  also  an  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 

2.  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector:  Donald  S.  Smith,  f.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h. 

(Also  acts  as  Authorised  Officer  under  (1)  The  Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts,  1928  and 
1936,  (2)  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951,  (31  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Regulations, 
1953,  (4)  Factories  Act,  1937,  Section  34,  and  (5)  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods) 
Order,  1957. 

Deputy  Public  Health  Inspector:  H.  Phillips,  m.a.p.h.i.,  a.r.s.h. 

3.  Clerical  Staff:  Mrs.  N.  Hillyer,  a  clerk-typist  whose  time  is  divided  between  the  Trow¬ 
bridge  Public  Health  Department  and  the  other  authority  for  which  the  Medical  Officer 
acts. 

4.  Rodent  Operator:  T.  Richards. 

II.  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities.  (1)  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Salisbury,  (2)  Public  Health  Labor¬ 

atory,  Bath,  (3)  Waterfall  and  O’Brien,  Bristol. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities.  The  County  Council’s  Ambulance  Station  for  this  area  is  at 
Woolley  Grange,  Bradford  on  Avon. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home.  There  are  two  district  nurses  and  one  midwife. 

(d)  Home  Helps.  The  County  Council  Home  Help  service  is  well  established  and  great 
assistance  has  been  given  in  cases  of  illness  and  infirmity.  It  should  be  clearly  under¬ 
stood  that  Home  Helps  are  not  intended,  and  should  not  be  expected,  to  undertake  any 
nursing  —  their  duties  are  household  ones  only. 

(e)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics.  The  County  Council  Clinic,  The  Halve,  is  used  for  all 
clinics. 

The  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  every  Tuesday  and  Thursday  at  2  p.m. 

Immunisation.  A  session  is  held  on  the  fourth  Thursday  of  every  month. 

Specialist  Clinics  are  held  on  other  occasions. 

(f)  Hospital  Accommodation  and  Maternity  Homes. 

1.  Trowbridge  and  District  Hospital.  This  is  a  general  hospital  with  a  Maternity  Depart¬ 
ment  of  1 3  beds. 

2.  Hospitals  for  Infectious  Diseases.  Owing  to  the  steadily  decreasing  numbers  of  in¬ 
fectious  cases  requiring  admission  to  Isolation  beds,  the  hospital  once  known  as  the 
Trowbridge  and  District  Isolation  Hospital  is  now,  under  its  modern  name  of  St. 
John’s  Hospital,  Trowbridge,  used  almost  entirely  as  a  Hospital  for  older  patients  — 
both  men  and  women.  There  is  an  understanding,  however,  that  under  certain  con¬ 
ditions,  cases  requiring  isolation  will  still  be  admitted. 

Claverton  Hospital,  Bath,  is  the  main  hospital  for  infectious  diseases  for  a  wide 
area,  and  all  serious  ones,  Poliomyelitis  for  example,  are  admitted  directly  there. 

3.  There  is  a  private  Maternity  Home  :  it  accommodates  16  persons —  13  maternity  cases 
and  3  others. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS  1948  AND  1951 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Act  in  1960. 

The  County  Council’s  Health  Visiting  Staff  now  have  as  a  larger  part  of  their  work  the 
supervision  of  older  persons  and  the  providing  of  Home  Helps  for  those  needing  such  aid. 
This  illustrates  very  clearly  the  altered  needs  of  the  ageing  population. 


5 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  West  Wilts  Water  Board  came  into  full  working  order  on  1st  April,  1960.  Samples 
from  many  points  in  the  northern  half  of  the  area  which  is  covered  are  taken  weekly  by  the 
Board  and  copies  of  results  are  received  here  from  the  Bath  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

All  those  so  received  have  been  of  excellent  bacteriological  quality. 

A  full  report  on  a  sample  taken  by  this  Department  on  28th  July,  1960,  is  appended  : — 

Report  on  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water 

Plate  Count.  Yeastrel  agar  2  days  37°  C.  aerobically  —  NIL  per  ml. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey  2  days,  37°  C.  — NIL  per  100  ml. 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  —  NIL  per  100  ml. 

Remarks  —  No  evidence  of  pollution. 

(Information  under  the  next  four  headings  supplied  by  the  Surveyor,  Mr.  G.  S.  Day.) 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Collection  of  house  refuse  by  the  two  vehicles  and  its  disposal  by  controlled  tipping  at  the 
Wyke  Tip  has  continued.  The  additional  housing  development  which  has  continued  to  take 
place  steadily  has  increased  the  weekly  collection  distance  and  the  quantity  of  refuse  collected, 
but  it  has  been  within  the  capacity  of  the  collection  service  to  cover. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  continued  their  investigations  into  the  improvement 
of  treatment  and  drying  of  sludge.  Their  terms  of  reference  were  widened  early  in  the  year  to 
include  investigations  into  all  matters  appertaining  to  trade  effluents  and  to  the  question  of 
ensuring  a  continuously  satisfactory  effluent  from  the  sewage  disposal  works.  Negotiations  with 
certain  firms  discharging  trade  effluents  and  sampling  of  effluents  were  undertaken.  Some  addi¬ 
tional  sludge  drying  beds  were  constructed  at  the  sewage  works  to  cope  with  the  increasing 
quantity  of  sludge  and  arrangements  made  for  the  construction  of  a  plant  for  the  mixing  of 
aluminium  chlorohydrate  with  sludge  to  assist  dewatering. 

SEWERAGE 

A  number  of  extensions  to  the  sewerage  system  on  new  housing  estates  were  made  and  in 
certain  cases  contributions  were  made  by  the  Council  under  Section  19  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  for  sewers  of  increased  size. 

Part  of  the  soil  sewer  at  Clarendon  Road  was  reconstructed  by  the  Council.  The  brick 
surface  water  culvert  running  through  the  former  Rectory  Allotments  site  was  reconstructed  by 
Ushers  Wiltshire  Brewery  Ltd.,  in  conjunction  with  their  new  brewery  development,  the  Coun¬ 
cil  making  a  contribution  towards  the  cost  involved. 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

An  open-air  bathing  pool,  completed  in  1939,  is  provided  by  the  Council  and  is  open 
during  the  summer  months.  A  separate  pool  is  incorporated  for  young  children. 

The  pool  is  filled  from  the  mains  and  complete  re-circulation  of  the  water  through  the 
filtration  and  chlorinating  plant  takes  place  every  six  hours.  Continuous  filtration  is  carried  out 
with  sand  filters,  using  sulphate  of  alumina  as  a  coagulant.  The  water  is  continuously  dosed 
with  chlorine  and  ammonia  gas  in  a  chloronome  and  an  ammoniator. 

Daily  checks  for  free  chlorine  are  made  by  the  Bathing  Pool  Attendant  with  a  chloros- 
cope.  In  addition,  two  samples  of  water  from  the  pool  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination.  In  each  case  it  was  reported  that  there  was  no 
evidence  of  pollution. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Trowbridge  Urban  District  Council. 

Miss  Moser  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  for  the  year  1960. 

In  retrospect,  one  realises  there  were  no  outstanding  achievements  in  the  Public  Health 
field  during  the  year  —  rather  was  this  a  year  of  occupation  with  the  routine.  Even  routine 
duties,  as  in  recent  years,  proved  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  existing  staff  and  in  consequence 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  Public  Health  Inspector  was  authorised  by  the  Council  in 
March.  Despite  extensive  advertising,  however,  the  new  post  had  not  been  filled  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Administration  changes  included  the  transfer  to  the  County  Council  of  functions  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  and  the  enforcement  of  the  fire  escape  provisions  of 
the  Factories  Act.  New  duties  falling  on  the  Council  included  those  under  the  Noise  Abate¬ 
ment  Act,  while  the  standard  and  discretionary  grant  schemes  for  the  improvement  of  older 
houses  continued  to  be  operated  during  the  year. 

I  again  record  my  thanks  to  the  Council,  Dr.  Murray  and  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
and  other  Departments  for  their  co-operation  and  support. 

Yours  obediently, 

DONALD  S.  SMITH, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 

1.  SLAUGHTERING 

There  was  an  overall  increase  in  the  number  of  food  animals  of  all  kinds  slaughtered 
during  the  year  —  the  details  are  tabulated  overleaf. 

Early  in  the  year,  consideration  was  given  to  the  report  on  slaughterhouse  facilities  re¬ 
quired  by  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  to  be  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food.  Preliminary  enquiries  made  from  a  number  of  interested  organisations 
revealed  no  demand  for  increased  slaughtering  facilities  and  the  Council  therefore  concluded 
that  the  slaughtering  requirements  at  the  time  were  being  met  by  slaughterhouses  both  within 
and  outside  the  Urban  District.  The  facilities  inside  the  District  comprised  two  private  slaughter¬ 
houses  and  two  bacon  factories.  The  Report,  as  approved  by  the  Council  and  submitted  to  the 
Minister,  recommended  that  the  whole  of  the  Construction  Regulations  for  slaughterhouses 
should  be  brought  into  operation  on  the  1st  August,  1962.  The  effect  would  be  the  provision 
of  a  new  slaughterhouse  at  one  bacon  factory,  the  closure  of  one  private  slaughterhouse  and  the 
improvement  of  the  slaughtering  facilities  at  the  two  remaining  premises. 

2.  SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1958 

Of  the  twenty-two  slaughtermen  licensed,  seventeen  were  employed  at  bacon  factories 
and  were  limited,  in  consequence,  to  the  slaughter  of  pigs  only.  “  Provisional  ”  licences  are  issued 
under  the  Act  to  new  slaughtermen,  restricting  them  to  slaughtering  and  stunning  under  the 
supervision  of  a  holder  of  a  full  licence.  Full  licences  are  subsequently  issued  upon  the  applicant 
satisfying  the  Department  as  to  his  practical  ability. 

3.  INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

The  need  for  continued  vigilance  in  the  inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  is  demon¬ 
strated  in  the  details  set  out  below.  While  tuberculosis  eradication  schemes  have  resulted  in  a 
marked  decrease  in  the  incidence  of  that  disease  found  in  post-mortem  inspection  of  cattle,  con- 
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demnations  for  localised  tuberculous  infection  in  pigs  were  still  frequently  necessary.  The 
bulk  of  affections  found,  however,  were  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  and  many  of  them,  e.g. 
septicaemia,  pyaemia  and  other  systemic  infections,  were  of  paramount  importance  in  meat  in¬ 
spection  because  of  the  serious  consequences  of  consuming  the  flesh  of  an  animal  so  infected. 
The  high  proportion  of  cattle  appearing  in  the  tables  as  affected  with  disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  (25-41%)  was  almost  entirely  due  to  affections  of  the  liver,  mainly  with  the  liver  fluke. 
Eight  localised  cases  (1-64%)  of  cysticercus  bovis,  the  cystic  form  of  the  tapeworm  T.  Saginata 
in  man,  were  found  in  cattle. 

A  Sub-Committee  appointed  by  the  Council  further  considered  the  possibility  of  insti¬ 
tuting  100%  inspection  by  qualified  officers  at  the  bacon  factories,  where  the  system  of  initial 
inspection  by  the  firms’  own  employees,  with  subsequent  examination  by  the  Council’s  Public 
Health  Inspectors  of  detained  carcases,  continued  to  operate.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  ob¬ 
taining  suitably  qualified  staff,  the  matter  was  again  deferred.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
new  Regulations  introduced  during  the  year  permitting  suitable  persons  to  qualify  for  meat 
inspection  duties  only  will  produce  the  staff  necessary  for  this  work. 

Apart  from  the  bacon  factories,  all  meat  and  offal  was  inspected  by  Public  Health 
Inspectors  before  it  left  the  slaughterhouses.  The  slaughter  of  calves,  mainly  for  the  London 
market,  continued  to  be  carried  out  and  necessitated  regular  evening  work  for  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors. 

Over  1,000  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses  and  bacon  factories  for  meat  inspection 
purposes. 

Details  of  animals  slaughtered  and  numbers  affected  with  disease  were  as  follows  : — 


Meat  Inspection  at  Bacon  Factories  and  Slaughterhouses,  1960. 


Cattle, 

excluding  Couis 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 
and  Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

488 

and  Cysticerci 

8,922 

453 

71,710 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

— 

— 

49 

1 

324 

organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 

124 

107 

12 

638 

cysticerci 

Tuberculosis  only 

25-41% 

— 

1-75% 

2-86% 

1-34% 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 

1 

1,353 

culosis 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

0-2% 

1-89% 

organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

demned 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

___ 

Sixty  visits  were  also  made  to  food  premises  for  the  inspection  of  food  other  than  meat. 
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The  weights  of  meat  and  other  foods 
ing  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

Beef 

Mutton 

Veal  . 

Pork 

Other  Foods 

Total  ... 


as  unfit  for  human  consumption  dur- 


Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

17 

3 

14 

1 

24 

5 

— 

6 

17 

2 

— 

4 

1 

16 

5 

2 

4 

condemned 

Tons. 


1 

47 

1 


51 


4.  DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

There  was  no  change  in  the  methods  of  disposal  of  unfit  meat  and  other  foods. 

New  legislation  —  The  Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilisation)  Regulations,  1960  —  was  in¬ 
troduced  on  the  1st  November  requiring  all  butchers’  meat  and  imported  meat  which  is  unfit 
for  human  consumption  to  be  sterilised,  and  all  knacker  meat  to  be  stained  or  sterilised,  before 
entering  the  chain  of  distribution.  Under  certain  conditions,  exemption  is  made  in  the  Regula¬ 
tions  for  the  supply  of  meat  to  veterinary  schools,  zoos,  menageries,  etc. 


5.  THE  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1958 

One  plant  only  remained  licensed,  under  power  delegated  to  the  Council  by  the  Wilt¬ 
shire  County  Council,  for  the  treatment  of  waste  foods  in  accordance  with  the  Order. 

6.  THE  FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1960 

These  Regulations  replaced  the  earlier  ones  of  1955-57. 

Attention  under  the  Regulations  was  devoted  primarily  to  food  manufacturing  premises, 
but  routine  inspections  were  limited  by  pressure  of  other  duties. 

7.  FOOD  PREMISES 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  district  by  type  of  business  was  as  follows  : — 


Grocers,  Greengrocers,  Fruiterers,  Confectioners  ...  ...  81 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Fish  and  Chip  Saloons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bacon  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Food  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Canteens,  Kitchens,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Food  Warehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Breweries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Brewery  Makings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Beer  Bottling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wine  and  Spirit  Bottling  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mineral  Watei  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


Total  ...  214 
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8.  REGISTERED  FOOD  PREMISES 

Number  of  premises  registered  under  Sections  16  and  18,  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955  : — 

(i)  (a)  For  the  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

(b)  For  the  Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  5 

(ii)  For  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  Sausages  or  Potted,  Pres¬ 

sed,  Pickled  or  Preserved  Food  intended  for  Sale  ...  ...  13 

Three  of  the  premises  registered  for  ice  cream  manufacture  and  12  premises  registered 
for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  were  not  used  for  those  purposes  during  the  year. 

Most  of  the  ice  cream  sold  in  the  District  is  of  the  pre-packed  variety. 

9.  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1959 

(i)  Number  of  registered  dairies  (not  being  dairy  farms)  ...  ...  4 

(ii)  Number  of  registered  distributors  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  12 

10.  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS 

The  Urban  District  is  in  a  specified  area  where  all  milk  sold  by  retail  must  be  pasteurised, 
sterilised  or  tuberculin  tested  milk. 

The  one  remaining  supply  of  raw  tuberculin  tested  milk  was  discontinued  during  the 
year  and  all  milk  subsequently  sold  was  of  the  pasteurised  variety. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960,  transferred  the  functions  regarding 
specially  designated  milk  to  the  Wiltshire  County  Council,  as  the  food  and  drugs  authority,  as 
from  the  1st  October.  The  enforcement  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  includ¬ 
ing  the  registration  of  dairies  and  distributors  of  milk,  remains  with  the  Urban  District  Council. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949-1954,  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Reg¬ 
ulations,  1949-1953  : — 

(i)  Dealer’s  Licences  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  ...  7 

(ii)  Dealer’s  Licences  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “Pasteurised”  ...  ...  7 

(iii)  Supplementary  Licences  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “  Tuberculin 

Tested  ”  . 2 

(iv)  Supplementary  Licences  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “  Pasteurised  ”  ...  2 

(v)  Supplementary  Licences  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “Sterilised”  ...Nil 

11.  MILK  SAMPLING 

Details  of  milk  samples  taken  during  the  year  from  suppliers  in  the  District  are  as 
follows : — 


Designation  of  Milk 

Number  of  Samples 
taken 

Number  complying  with 
the  prescribed  standards 

Number  not  complying 
with  prescribed  standards 

Pasteurised 

12 

12 

— 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

10 

10 

(Channel  Islands) 

3 

3 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised 

3 

2 

1 

(Channel  Islands) 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

29 

28 

1 

Biological  tests  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacillus  and  Br.  Abortus  carried  out  on 
two  of  the  above  samples,  proved  negative. 
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HOUSING  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 


UNFIT  HOUSES 

The  Council  declared  two  clearance  areas  involving  thirty-three  houses  and  included 
these  in  a  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  comprising,  in  all,  forty-four  properties. 

Other  action  taken  in  regard  to  unfit  houses  was  mainly  by  way  of  informal  agreement 
with  the  owners  to  close  or  demolish  the  houses  concerned. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

The  number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants  was  surprisingly  small.  While  a 
would-be  applicant  might  be  deterred  from  applying  for  a  discretionary  grant  by  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  the  two  detailed  estimates  required  by  the  Council,  there  is  no  similar  deterrent  in 
the  standard  grant  scheme  in  which,  after  initial  approval  of  the  improvements  proposed,  all 
that  is  required  is  evidence  of  the  actual  cost  involved  in  satisfactorily  completing  the  approved 
works.  The  number  of  enquiries  investigated  far  exceeded  the  number  of  applications  subse¬ 
quently  received.  This  may  be  partly  explained  by  the  failure  of  some  owners  to  appreciate  the 
necessity  to  provide  all  five  of  the  standard  amenities,  i.e.  bath,  wash  hand  basin,  water  closet,  hot 
water  supply  and  foodstore,  and  their  reluctance  to  do  this  in  order  to  be  able  to  claim  the 
grant.  In  this  connection,  it  appears  paradoxical  that  the  provision  of  a  foodstore  is  a  necessity 
for  grant  purposes  when  new  houses,  built  in  accordance  with  the  Building  Byelaws,  may  lack 
this  amenity. 

Interest  in  improvement  grants  continued  to  be  centred  mainly  among  owner-occupiers. 
If  this  trend  continues,  tenants  of  sub-standard  private  houses  in  the  District  would  appear  to 
have  little  hope  of  benefiting  from  the  scheme. 

Action  taken  under  the  Acts  is  summarised  as  follows  : — 

A.— INSPECTIONS 


Housing  inspections  and  re-inspections  made  under  the  Public  Health  and  Hous- 

ing  Acts 

310 

B.— CLEARANCE  AREAS  (HOUSING  ACT,  1957) 

Clearance  Areas  declared 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  declared 

33 

Number  of  unfit  dwelling-houses  demolished  during  the  year 

...  ... 

Nil 

Number  of  persons  displaced 

13 

C.— DEMOLITION  AND  CLOSING  ORDERS  (HOUSING  ACT,  1957) 

Number  of 

Number  of 

houses.  persons  displaced 

Demolition  Orders  made  under  Section  17 

1  I 

Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure 

f 

15 

under  Section  17  ... 

9  J 

Local  Authority  owned  houses  demolished 

5 

12 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  17  ... 

3 

7 

Part  Buildings  closed  under  Section  18  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Sections  17(3)  and  26  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

D.— REPAIRS 

Number  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  : — 

(i)  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 

30 

(ii)  After  formal  notice  under 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

... 

1 

(b)  Sections  9  and  16  of  Housing  Act,  1957 

Nil 

(iii)  Linder  Section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957 

... 

Nil 
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E.— CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR  (RENT  ACT,  1957) 

Number  of  applications  for  certificates 
Number  of  certificates  cancelled 

F.— IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Discretionary — 

Number  of  formal  applications  received 
Number  of  formal  applications  approved 
Number  of  formal  applications  refused 
Number  of  schemes  completed 
Standard — 

Number  of  formal  applications  received 
Number  of  formal  applications  approved 
Number  of  formal  applications  refused 
Number  of  formal  applications  withdrawn 
Number  of  schemes  completed 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Apart  from  an  occasional  itinerant  caravanner  parked  on  a  piece  of  waste  land,  move- 
able  dwellings  presented  no  problem.  A  licensed  site  exists  in  an  adjoining  Rural  District 
immediately  outside  the  Urban  District  boundary. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

The  by-products  plants  at  a  bacon  factory  gave  cause  for  less  complaint  than  in  former 
years,  due  possibly  to  the  poor  summer  —  nuisance  from  this  source  is  more  prevalent  during 
hot  weather.  As  the  plant  is  centrally  situated  in  the  town,  any  offensive  odours  arising  from  it 
are  readily  perceptible. 


Nil 

Nil 


5 

5 
Nil 

6 

31 

31 

Nil 

3 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

A  number  of  notifications  under  Section  3  of  the  Act  were  received,  in  every  case  in  res¬ 
pect  of  the  installation  of  oil-fired  furnaces. 

Only  one  case  required  consideration  under  Section  10  when  agreement  was  reached  to 
an  increase  in  height  of  a  new  chimney  before  the  plans  submitted  were  passed.  Such  cases  are 
considered  by  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

RODENT  AND  OTHER  PEST  CONTROL 

Close  attention  continued  to  be  given  to  the  problem  of  infestation  by  rats  and  mice  and 
details  of  work  carried  out  are  given  below.  The  soil  sewers  also  received  two  extensive  poison 
treatments. 

The  Council  decided  to  continue  its  policy  of  making  no  charge  for  treatments  at  private 
dwellings.  Regular  treatments  continued  under  the  terms  of  ten  contracts  with  local  commercial 
and  factory  concerns,  while  treatments  at  other  business  premises  were  undertaken  on  a  “  cost- 
plus  ”  basis. 

Infestations  by  wasps  and  cockroaches  were  also  dealt  with  upon  request. 
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Local 

Authority 

Properties 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Business 

Premises 

Agricultural 

Properties 

Totals 

1.  No.  of  properties  inspected  as  a 
result  of : 

(a)  Notification  ... 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when  visited 
primarily  for  some  other 
purpose) 

4 

48 

37 

_ 

89 

9 

119 

12 

14 

154 

1 

114 

103 

2 

220 

2.  Total  inspections  carried  out 

91 

997 

545 

28 

1661 

3.  No.  of  prop 
were  found 

(a)  Rats 

(b)  Mice  • 

lerties  inspected  which 
to  be  infested  by  : 

Major 

Minor 

Major 

Minor 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

3 

5 

82 

16 

1 

104 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

26 

12 

— 

38 

4.  No.  of  infested  properties  treated 
by  the  Council 

6 

110 

29 

1 

146 

5.  Total  treatments  carried  out  — 
including  re-treatments 

15 

138 

66 

1 

220 

6.  No.  of  “  block  ”  control  schemes 
carried  out  ... 

— 

4 

2 

— 

6 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

9 

6 

2 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ... 

92 

27 

1 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

4 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

105 

33 

3 

— 

15 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

ToH.M. 

Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Outwork)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3.  OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Nature  of  Work 

out-workers 
in  August 

cases  of 
default 

prosecu¬ 
tions  for 

instances 
of  work  in 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

list  required 

in  sending 

failure  to 

unwholesome 

served 

by  Section 

1 10(1)  (c) 

lists  to  the 
Council 

supply  lists 

premises 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing  1  Making,  etc. 

4 

apparel  l  Cleaning  and  washing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.  FIRE  ESCAPES 

One  new  certificate  of  satisfactory  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  was  issued.  The 
duties  under  this  Section  were  transferred  to  the  County  Council  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 


16 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

(i)  Premises  registered  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  Licences  issued  during  1959  to  store  Rag  Flock  ...  ...  ..  1 


PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928  &  1936 

Six  fewer  licences  (41)  were  issued  than  in  the  previous  year  although  the  total  quan¬ 
tity  of  petroleum  spirit  and  petroleum  mixtures  authorised  to  be  kept  rose  to  49,455  gallons. 
Two  of  the  licences  issued  were  in  respect  of  new  filling  stations,  replacing  two  less  satisfactory 
installations. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 


One  licence  only  was  issued  under  the  Act  to  keep  a  pet  shop.  The  advice  of  the 
R.S.P.C.A.  is  sought  whenever  an  application  is  received. 


SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS’  INSPECTIONS 


Housing — General 

Primary  Inspections. 

87 

Re-inspections 

193 

Disrepair  Certificate 

.  .  • 

— 

— 

Improvement  Grants — Discretionary 

15 

25 

Standard 

58 

108 

Overcrowding  ... 

27 

— 

Clearance  Areas 

3 

Other  Visits — Housing  Acts 

82 

16 

Moveable  Dwellings 

16 

12 

Offices  and  Workplaces  ... 

2 

— 

Other  Premises  ... 

1 

1 

Dangerous  Buildings 

5 

17 

Offensive  Trades 

1 

— 

Keeping  of  Animals 

4 

2 

Refuse  Accommodation 

1 

— 

Accumulations 

4 

1 

Yards.  Courts,  etc. 

1 

— 

Watercourses,  etc. 

1 

1 

Other  Visits — Public  Health  Act  ... 

41 

11 

Drainage — I  nspections 

66 

50 

Tests 

21 

5 

Sanitary  Accommodation  ... 

4 

— 

Sewage  Disposal 

4 

— 

Refuse  Disposal  ... 

1 

— 

Milk  and  Dairies 

2 

— 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

13 

7 

Licensed  Premises 

— 

3 

Food  Preparing  Premises  ... 

35 

27 

Other  Food  Premises 

29 

47 

Markets,  Stalls,  Vans,  etc. 

1 

— 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

8 

13 

Slaughtering,  Slaughtermen,  etc. 

4 

~ 

Carried  forward  . . . 

534 

542 

17 


Primary  Inspection 

Brought  forward  ...  ...  ...  534 

Meat  Inspection — Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  591 

Bacon  Factories  ...  ...  ...  413 

Export  Food  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

General  Food  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Food  Enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Factories — (with  mechanical  power)  ...  ...  17 

(without  mechanical  power)  ...  ...  3 

Other  Premises  ...  ...  ...  — 

Fire  Escapes  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Shops  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Other  Pest  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Premises  Disinfested  (excl.  rodent)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Premises  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Petroleum  Acts — Inspections  ...  ...  ...  36 

Tank  and  Pipeline  Tests  ...  ...  23 

Other  Visits  ...  ...  ...  6 

Rag  Flock  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pet  Animals  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Heating  Appliances  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  — 

Waste  Foods  Order — Inspections  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  171 

Samples- — Bathing  Pool  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Milk — Bacteriological  ...  ...  ...  29 

Biological  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Atmospheric  Pollution^ — Observations  ...  ...  7 

Inspections  ...  ...  19 

Meat  Staining  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  1 


Totals 


2097 


. 


